
Allison Elementary

Christopher Barlin
Yard and Noon Duty Assistant

Chris has an incredible attitude. He has great 
relationships with students. He is calm and is 
a great role model. He always volunteers to 
mentor students.



Allison Elementary

Jackie Thomas 
5th-6th Grade Teacher

Her optimism and enthusiasm for what she 
does is contagious. She is always positive 
and looking for ways to help her students 
and fellow staff members.



Babcock Elementary

Zach Silva 
Custodian

Zach Silva is a highly valued member of the Babcock staff. 
As the night custodian, he always puts in a tremendous 
effort to make sure rooms are ready for students each 
day. He also connects with teachers to make sure their 
needs are being met, and alerts them to any issues that 
he sees that could affect them.



Babcock Elementary

Natalie Dahlem 
Kindergarten Teacher

Natalie Dahlem has been part of the heart and soul of 
Babcock for many years. She works very hard to take 
brand new kindergarten students and turns them into 
first grade-ready scholars. 

She also puts a great deal of effort into many of the 
unique events at Babcock that make it a great place to go 
to school, such as schoolwide challenges, “Holiday Store,” 
rallies, and other events.    



Castori Elementary

Russell Ikemoto 
Café Services Team Leader I

Russell takes pride in his job and it is evident in his work each day. He goes above 
and beyond to ensure he is providing quality meals to students. He is reflective in 
nature and is continuously collaborating with his staff and implementing new 
systems and procedures to ensure food is prepared, hot, and ready for students on 
time. What makes Russell extraordinary is his ability to manage the kitchen, as well 
as build relationships with students. 

He spends time getting to know students and sharing laughs with them. For 
instance, we have a student who is hard of hearing. Every day Russell uses a small 
whiteboard to write him a message and provide him with the menu for the day. 

His attention to detail towards the meals he prepares and his dedication to 
connecting with students is what makes Russell an exemplary Twin Rivers 
employee. 



Castori Elementary

Amy Van Der Boon 
5th Grade Teacher 

Amy is a passionate, hardworking, and thoughtful educator. She 
is purposeful in her work and her thoughtful planning is reflected 
in daily lessons that are scaffolded and differentiated to meet 
student academic levels. She brings a wealth of knowledge to her 
grade level team and works collaboratively to share resources 
and instructional strategies. 

Her dedication is not limited to academics. She also focuses on 
nurturing caring, respectful, and empathetic children. She is also 
an asset to our PBIS team to support positive student behaviors 
schoolwide. 



Creative Connections Arts Academy (K-6)

Heidi Tomlin
Health Services Assistant

Throughout the year and our COVID experience, Heidi 
has been a reliable source of information and support for 
our staff and students. Her approachable demeanor 
made the experience more bearable for everyone. 



Creative Connections Arts Academy (K-6)

Terri Evans
1st Grade Teacher

Ms. Evans is a warm and engaging teacher who forms 
wonderful relationships with students, parents and 
staff. She is always ready with a smile and a kind word 
for all.



Creative Connections Arts Academy (7-12)

Valina Combs
Health Services Assistant

Valina has been instrumental in keeping our staff, 
students and parents informed of the COVID 
guidelines and expectations. She, many times, would 
go above and beyond in her due diligence and 
thoroughness. 



Creative Connections Arts Academy (7-12)

Eric Follestad 
Science Teacher

Eric is an excellent contribution to the CCAA staff. He is 
constantly engaging and encouraging students to excel 
in the sciences and in math. He is a strong supporter of 
schoolwide initiatives and always has a positive 
comment for our school and community. 



Del Paso Heights Elementary

Heather Towers 
Health Services Assistant

Heather is more than an incredible and 
knowledgeable health assistant - she brings a 
positive attitude to work each day that is 
contagious! Kids, staff, and families all love her. 

She is extremely involved in all school activities - 
in short, she makes Del Paso a great place.



Del Paso Heights Elementary

Samantha Moore 
1st Grade Teacher

Samantha is enthusiastic, nurturing, collaborative, 
and shines at school each day. She is our lead for 
PBIS, which has made a very positive impact on 
the school. 

Samantha is adored by students, staff and families 
- in short, she makes Del Paso Elementary a better 
place.



District Office / Bay A - B

Misty Reitz
Human Resources Technician

Misty is dedicated to ensuring Substitute Services 
meets the needs of the employees and students 
that the department serves. She is unfailingly 
kind, patient, and goes out of her way to lend a 
helping hand to everyone. 

As the face of Twin Rivers to our many substitutes, 
we are proud that Misty embodies the spirit of 
We are TR!



District Office / Bay C

Katria Butler 
Administrative Clerk Senior

Katria is an invaluable asset to the Curriculum & Instruction, 
Professional Development and Instructional Implementation 
departments. Katria does not work directly at a school but she 
works directly with schools daily. Her professionalism and 
attention to detail is only surpassed by her kindness. 

Every day she is kind, she is smiling, she has a new positive 
affirmation posted up for us and she is always willing to help. 
Katria is always supporting her coworkers, administrators, and 
teachers to ensure our students receive the best education.



District Office / Bay D

Chrissy Thomas
Administrative Secretary Senior 

Chrissy is an exceptional employee who works tirelessly to serve the IETS Department, 
TRUSD staff, and students. She never fails to go above and beyond in every aspect of her 
job. Chrissy is someone who finds solutions, meets deadlines, and genuinely cares about 
her work. I have watched Chrissy thrive in this position for the past 8 months, and have not 
seen her once miss a deadline, overlook an important detail, or fail to anticipate and inform 
me of potential issues affecting our schools.   

She is innovative, positive, and is the definition of what we call “Hospitality.” It is almost daily 
that Chrissy is on a call or a Zoom, assisting another team member from within our 
department, or among the broader TRUSD staff. She takes newer office staff in the district 
under her wing and provides support and encouragement before she is even asked. Her 
years of experience in TRUSD, beginning in a kitchen, to becoming a library tech, and 
eventually an office manager provide her a rich perspective and passion for the work.

 Chrissy is loved by everyone she touches in her job, and makes the IETS Department shine. 
She is an incredible asset to TRUSD, and is, in a word, outstanding.



Dry Creek Elementary

Alicia Martinez 
Paraeducator III

Alicia is an amazing educator who connects with 
students' interests and experiences to help them 
learn. She always remains calm and supportive 
while working in the classroom and on the 
playground with her students. 

Alicia goes above and beyond to support ALL 
students and staff at Dry Creek, and we are truly 
grateful to have her on our team. 



Dry Creek Elementary

Jessica Loveland 
Kindergarten Teacher

Jessica is a dedicated, nurturing and wonderful 
teacher who does her job with professionalism and 
grace. She is always open for communication and 
dialogue when it comes to the success of her students 
and staff. 

Jessica manages her classroom with the necessary 
routines and rich lessons that allow her students to 
become successful. 



F.C. Joyce Elementary

James King
Custodian

James is fairly new to our school site, and staff couldn't be happier to have him on 
board and are constantly singing his praises! With a great attitude and great work 
ethic, James goes above and beyond when it comes to meeting the needs of the 
students and staff at FC Joyce School. With the return of in-person learning this 
school year he made sure he did his best to have the campus and classrooms ready 
to go for students and staff. He helped teachers by moving chairs, desks, and tables 
back into their classrooms. He made sure PPE was delivered to rooms so that all 
would be safe! 

What's most amazing about James is that in addition to handling his specific job 
responsibilities, he takes time to connect and build relationships with our students 
and staff. He interacts with students, checks in with them, and has become a 
mentor and friend to many. Staff appreciate that he always has a smile and a 
friendly greeting when he sees them around campus. 



F.C. Joyce Elementary

Danielle Geary
1st Grade Teacher

Danielle has a unique and effective approach to teaching and 
connects with her students by demonstrating patience, kindness 
and adding in humor and fun. Danielle is tech-savvy and always 
willing to share her expertise in this area with other staff 
members. 

The epitome of what a team player is all about, she supports 
fellow teachers and is the first to volunteer to help out in any area 
when needed. Her upbeat and positive attitude is contagious and 
appreciated by students and staff alike. 



Fairbanks Elementary

Jennifer Shipp
Paraeducator-Independence Facilitator

Ms. Shipp is very reliable. She is a hard worker and 
always willing to support all students at Fairbanks. 
She supports student instruction and supervision. 



Fairbanks Elementary

Laura Oakes 
1st Grade Teacher

Ms. Oakes is a rock star teacher. She is incredible 
with differentiating instruction. She has data for 
every student and plans instruction to push them 
to the next level. 

Ms. Oakes is positive and supportive to all 
students at Fairbanks. 



Foothill High School

Jelani Walker
Campus Safety Specialist

Jelani is truly indispensable. He arrives early each day with a 
smile and a "can do" attitude. Jelani approaches his job as a 
professional and takes great pride in doing his job to the best of 
his ability. Although his formal title is CSS, you will also find Jelani 
assisting with custodial work, providing clerical support, 
overseeing detention, overseeing tutoring, and so much more.

Jelani keeps our campus safe and efficient. Not only is Jelani a 
tremendous help during the day, but he is also a long-serving 
football coach, our head track coach, and the President of  the 
Foothill Junior Mustangs.  



Foothill High School

Kathleen Kees 
Math Teacher

You will not find a teacher more committed to the academic and social emotional needs of her students. Ms. Kees is 
committed to rigorous and dynamic instruction for all students and has gone above and beyond to collaborate with 
her peers on site, across school sites, and with the district. Ms. Kees works to provide students with dynamic 
instruction that engages them in critically thinking about mathematics. Ms. Kees is attentive to her students' social/
emotional needs and goes above and beyond to support students in need of support. 

Ms. Kees is also  the Mathematics Department Chair. As such, she is continually supporting all teachers. Throughout 
the pandemic, Kathleen created structures of support that lead to the most collaborative Professional Learning 
Communities I have had the privilege of being a part of. She made herself an expert in all things so that she could offer 
any support that was needed. She carried us through the pandemic and into this demanding year. Kathleen has been 
a mentor to younger teachers, a tech guru to older teachers and an absolutely critical support system to all of us. 

Ms. Kees wears so many hats and always gives each role 100%. Kathleen has given up her prep to sub over and over to 
cover classes for absent teachers. She serves on the School Leadership Team. Ms. Kees continues to support students 
outside of the classroom by being available for tutoring after school. She volunteers to teach yoga classes for the 
football team and even got her yoga certificate to offer yoga as an elective on our campus.

You will not find a teacher who is more of a team player, more committed to her students, colleagues and school. 



Foothill Oaks Elementary

Olesya Knyazev
Administrative Clerk

Prior to becoming the Foothill Oaks Admin Clerk, Olesya served 
as the Health Assistant. Olesya is always willing to help whenever 
there is a need. She volunteers extra time to beautify the campus 
and goes above and beyond to help all of the teachers, staff and 
students. She is positive and kind. 

She is dedicated to the school and goes out of her way to make 
sure that the entire school feels like a family. She shows 
tremendous school spirit and has motivated everyone to 
participate in site community building activities.  

Melissa.Gettler
Highlight



Foothill Oaks Elementary

Sarah Boman
5th Grade Teacher

Sarah is a teacher that goes above and beyond. Her calm, 
respectful demeanor combined with her knowledge of the 
newest technology and pedagogy have resulted in her becoming 
a leader at Foothill Oaks. She runs the Broadcasting Club, helps 
run Student Council and assists with the yearbook. She facilitates 
coding experiences as well as having assisted with the site GATE 
program. 

She excels in math and science instruction and pushes her 
students to be active thinkers. She is an excellent collaborator 
and is willing to give and receive, allowing her students to reap 
the benefits.  



Foothill Ranch Middle School

David Calderon
Custodian

David is a positive, kind, and hardworking member of the Foothill 
Ranch team. We have been so lucky to have him as our night 
custodian. He works so hard to clean all the classrooms each 
night. Even when we are short staffed, David always gives his best 
effort, and tries to make up for the staffing issues. 

David is personable and always tries to get to know all the staff 
members. David goes above and beyond each day and truly cares 
about the school.  



Foothill Ranch Middle School

Theresa Bradley
7th-8th Grade Special Education Teacher

Theresa has been a dedicated member of the team at FRMS for 
over ten years, and has proven to be a vital asset. She works 
diligently on a daily basis to differentiate learning for all of her 
students, and truly is a light to us all at Foothill Ranch. Her 
positive attitude and thoughtful kindness is felt by all members of 
the FRMS team, and we are so privileged to be able to work with 
her. 

She cares about every single child in her classroom and 
encourages them all to just do their best. Every student in the 
class knows that Mrs. Bradley loves them. 



Frontier Elementary

Tanya France
Administrative Clerk

Tanya has assumed huge responsibilities this school year and does it with a smile on 
her face. She truly cares for the students and their well-being. She attends school 
events and is always supportive of their needs. As the attendance lead, Tanya takes 
time to train teachers on Aeries. She has excellent work ethics and goes above and 
beyond to support staff, students, and parents. 

She is patient, kind, and supportive. Tanya helps set the tone for the school. Her 
enthusiasm and support for students and staff helps everyone as they come into the 
Frontier office. She goes above and beyond to keep Frontier running! We are truly 
thankful for all she does! 



Frontier Elementary

Emily Negretot
3rd Grade Teacher

Emily has qualities that make her an exceptional teacher leader and 
colleague. As a teacher, she is dedicated, kind, and very hardworking. 
Emily goes out of her way to ensure students are cared for and given 
the supports they need to be successful inside and outside the 
classroom. 

She is an amazing team player who helps in many ways. Emily is on the 
Safety Committee and PBIS committee. Both committees are crucial to 
the success of Frontier Elementary School. 

As the PBIS Tier I lead, Emily takes on the key role of organizing and 
leading our school in creating structures, following behavior 
expectations, and celebrating student successes. 
Emily was chosen as the 2022-2023 Elementary District Teacher of the Year 



Garden Valley Elementary

Kristi Bondy
Paraeducator I

Kristi Bondy is always willing to go the extra mile. She 
volunteers her time before school to bring students to 
the yard and helps to provide supervision. She is 
wonderful with our students, she is very patient, 
respectful, and caring and is always willing to help. 

Kristi Bondy is truly an asset on the Garden Valley staff.



Garden Valley Elementary

Andrea Walton
Transitional Kindergarten Teacher

Andrea Walton is a talented, creative, and well respected 
educator on our campus. She is very professional, respectful and 
assertive with parents; whether she is speaking about her 
classroom, or another matter as the assistant to the principal.  
She cares about EVERY student on our campus and goes above 
and beyond for our school. 

Andrea always has a positive attitude, is extremely professional 
with ALL staff members and handles problems with the utmost 
maturity and respect.



Grant Union High School

Nicole Williams
Administrative Clerk Senior

Ms. Williams has become the heart and soul of daily 
operations in our front office at GUHS. She works 
tirelessly to provide welcoming customer service to our 
school community and the community at large. We 
appreciate her punctuality, professionalism, and 
commitment to our students and staff. 

She is passionate about her job and we are proud to call 
her our Classified Employee of the Year!



Grant Union High School

Anthony Malisauskas
Social Science/AVID Teacher

Mr. Malisauskas is an exemplary teacher that takes pride in providing 
culturally relevant experiences for all students at GUHS. He comes 
from a long line of educators and is the next wave of teachers 
committed to bridge the gap between history and the present. Mr. M, 
as we call him, takes leadership responsibility within his department, 
and builds solid relationships with students and his peers. 

We appreciate his willingness to be more than just a teacher, but 
rather a Pacer! He volunteers with our athletic programs to provide 
tutoring and grade analysis for NCAA qualification. He works tirelessly 
to ensure all students succeed. We are proud to call him our Teacher  
of the Year.    



Hagginwood Elementary

Yelena Podnebesnaya
Paraeducator II

Mrs. Yelena Podnebesnaya, or as she is affectionately known by staff and students as “Ms. Yelena,” 
provides support to Hagginwood as an SDC Paraeducator. Mrs. Podnebesnaya has been with Twin 
Rivers for 18 years and started her career in education as a Bilingual Para. Yelena is such an 
important part of her classroom and the school. She provides active small group and one-on-one 
student support  in order to meet the unique needs of her SDC students. 

For Yelena, this isn’t just a job but a calling to be able to reach students who face challenges and to 
help them to see that they can be successful in whatever they face in the classroom and in life. She 
is continually encouraging students to do their best and it is evident that she cares for each and 
every one of our Hagginwood students. 

Now when our staff has a special event or just needs a little boost, Yelena is there as a baker 
extraordinaire! We are often treated with Yelena’s baked goods and she knows how to boost our 
morale with her passion for cooking and baking. Thank you Yelena for being a Hagginwood Hawk! 



Hagginwood Elementary

Robin Dierksen
2nd-4th Grade SDC Teacher

Mrs. Robin Dierksen is a valuable staff member at Hagginwood as a 2nd-4th grade 
SDC teacher. Mrs. Dierksen has been with Twin Rivers for 12 years and started her 
career in education so that she could make a difference for children. Robin’s 
classroom is fast-paced and she doesn’t waste any time jumping between whole 
class, group, and individual instruction throughout the day in order to meet the 
unique needs of all her SDC students within a multi-grade level classroom. 

When a student faces a challenge–any Hagginwood student–Mrs. Dierksen is 
there to provide a sense of calm, stability, and consistency for them so they can 
reset and re-engage with their day in a more positive and productive manner. 
Mrs. Dierksen is an active and collaborative member with her colleagues, focusing 
on student growth and social development. At Hagginwood, Mrs. Dierksen makes 
a difference every day. Thank you for being a Hagginwood Hawk! 



Highlands High School

Kim Vancil
Office Manager

Kim has a good rapport with all colleagues. She 
respects and cares for parents when they are 
visiting the school front office. Kim shows pride and 
attention to detail in running the office daily. 

She goes above and beyond with helping staff to 
order and receive supplies, keeping  the school 
running efficiently. 



Highlands High School

Brad Betschart
10th-11th World/US History Teacher

Mr. Betschart utilizes excellent classroom instruction with 
objectives, checking for understanding, modeling, and 
classroom management. He has great rapport with students 
and families. Brad is energetic and passionate about teaching.  
He does a great job organizing as our WASC coordinator. 

Mr. Betschart also coaches two sports: cross country and track.  
He helps out at every home football and basketball game, 
running the clock or chains.  He is an all-around great asset for 
our school.    



Hillsdale Elementary

Dmitry Demchuk
Head Custodian

Dmitry works very hard keeping our campus in the 
best shape possible. He is a hard worker and takes 
pride in his work on a daily basis. 

This is a well-deserved honor for him, and we love 
the work that he does for all of us!



Hillsdale Elementary

Julia Miller
3rd Grade Teacher

Julia has been with Twin Rivers and the former Rio 
Linda Union School District for 37 years. She has been 
an integral part of both Madison and now Hillsdale, 
teaching kids and working closely with staff. 

She gives it her all, and rises to the various challenges 
that face her to ultimately do what is best for kids. 
Hillsdale is very fortunate to have her aboard!



Keema School for Independent Study

Amanda Luevano
Student Engagement Specialist Senior

Amanda has been a valued member of our staff since day one 
and has continued to go above and beyond for student, families, 
and staff. Since her arrival at Keema, she has served in a variety 
of positions and responsibilities. Each time her performance was 
above and beyond expectations. 

In assuming the new position of Student Engagement Specialist 
Senior, she has not only spearheaded a new position but has 
helped countless students and families re-engage, connect with 
school, and increase student success. 



Xay Phongmany
9th-12th Independent Study

Big Time CONGRATULATIONS Xay!

Staff cannot begin to express the gratitude we have for your dedication 
and commitment to education, our students and so much more. Your 
willingness to step up in so many ways, from greeting families in the 
parking lot to meeting the academic needs of our students and in 
supporting colleagues, never waivers. No one does more to support the 
mission, vision, and success of Keema than Xay. Leading Back to School 
Nights, Open Houses, PBIS, grade level advisor, enrollment, Keema 
Attendance Team (KAT, peer mentoring and School Leadership Team is 
just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to Xay.

You are appreciated beyond words.

Keema School for Independent Study



Kohler Elementary

Johnathon Stige
Lead Custodian

Johnathon (known as Coach JJ), has been so amazing this school 
year. He has stepped up this year and worked two shifts. 
Despite having to do two shifts in one shift, Coach JJ is a positive 
force on our campus. 

Coach JJ is also a mentor for several of our students on campus. 
He coaches dodgeball and basketball on Kohler's campus.

Johnathon was chosen as the 2022 District Classified Employee of the 
Year for Custodial and Maintenance Services.



Kohler Elementary

Sandra Packard
Kindergarten Teacher

Sandra excels in creating relationships with the 
families of our young children. Consequently, there 
exists a partnership that gets the kinders off to the 
best start they can have at school. The families are 
included and valued, so the parents feel welcomed 
and a part of their children's education.



Las Palmas Elementary
Diana is an incredible asset to Las Palmas Elementary. 
Each day, you will find Diana going above and beyond. She 
works tirelessly to assist parents, students, and staff 
members with a wide variety of needs, and she does an 
amazing job of balancing many tasks at once. 

Diana always maintains a positive attitude and a smile, 
even under pressure. Everyone loves Ms. Diana! We are 
truly grateful to have her at Las Palmas. She takes such 
great care of us!Diana Villegas

Administrative Clerk



Las Palmas Elementary
Jeri is an amazing asset to Las Palmas Elementary. Her passion for helping students 
be successful and feel connected is contagious. Not only does Jeri work incredibly 
hard to support her students, but she is often willing to help any student or staff 
member in need, showing a deep commitment to Las Palmas. Jeri has built a great 
rapport with families, students and staff, and still stays connected to students and 
families that have moved on to middle and high school. Jeri’s warm, caring, and 
positive attitude is greatly appreciated by all who work with her. 

She is a member of the school’s “Sunshine Committee” and she certainly brings a 
lot of sunshine each and every day! We are incredibly lucky to have Jeri supporting 
us at Las Palmas!Jeri Guesnon

RSP Teacher



Madison Elementary

Dawn Brinley
Paraeducator I

Dawn serves the students and teachers well at 
Madison. She is a boisterous supporter of students 
and assisting them to grow!



Madison Elementary

Tony Torres
Student Support Teacher

Tony Torres is an enthusiastic supporter of 
teaching students English to be consummate 
readers, writers and thinkers! He meets the social, 
emotional and academic needs of his students! 



Martin Luther King Jr. Tech Academy

Ronald Thomas
Paraeducator II

Mr. Thomas is a dedicated employee who goes above and beyond for 
our students. As a paraeducator in the SPED department, he supports 
teachers in all subject areas by "pushing in" and working with all 
students to improve their understanding of the content area and ensure 
student accommodations are being implemented. 

Mr. Thomas supports teachers and students outside of the class as well, 
attending events, supervising sports and volunteering for extra duties 
when necessary. The MLKTA family is luck to have such a dedicated and 
supportive employee working with our students and instructional staff.

Ronald was chosen as the 2022 District Classified Employee of the Year for 
Paraprofessional Services. 



Martin Luther King Jr. Tech Academy

Sarah Montenegro
7th-8th ELD Teacher

Ms. Montenegro contributes to our school in many different ways. As the ELA 
department chair, she ensures that our students have engaging, rigorous, and 
culturally relevant lessons that encourage critical thinking skills. She sets high 
expectations for our students and builds the necessary supports in her class so all 
students have the opportunity to meet those expectations. Under her guidance, the ELA 
department has increased the use of technology and refined grading practices to better 
reflect student learning. 

In addition, Ms. Montenegro is developing relationships with students that builds trust 
and respect in her classroom and contributes to the overall climate and culture of 
MLKTA. Ms. Montenegro's leadership in and out of the classroom has helped set the 
tone for change at MLK.
Sarah was chosen as the  2022-2023 Secondary District Teacher of the Year



Miles P. Richmond Adult Transition School

Gary Mahon
Custodian

Gary has been a blessing to our site. He is an absolute pleasure 
to work with and takes great pride in doing outstanding work.  
Miles P. Richmond School is always clean, organized and well 
cared for because of Gary's hard work and dedication. He is 
always willing to help with extra jobs, projects or improvements 
around the campus.

Gary has taken the time to get to know the teachers and 
students and is an integral part of our school community. His 
calm presence and kind nature help to make our campus 
culture even more positive and welcoming. We are very grateful 
to have him on our team.



Forrest Brissey
12+ Adult Transition Program

Forrest loves being a teacher and he is always working to improve his 
skills. He cares deeply about his students and their families and always 
goes the extra mile to be helpful and supportive. This is only Forrest's 
3rd year of teaching but he has many more years of experience working 
in classrooms as a behavior specialist. He is a team player and always 
willing to help out to keep things running smoothly on campus.

Forrest is making a difference in the lives of students each and every day. 
He is challenging them to try new things, develop new skills, and reach 
new heights in their personal accomplishments. "See ability" is his 
motto. Everyone appreciates his kind and devoted nature and we are 
grateful to have him at Miles P. Richmond School.  

Miles P. Richmond Adult Transition School



Morey Avenue ECD Center

Lyna Lee
ECE Paraeducator

Mrs. Lyna is a great asset to the Early Head Start 
program in Twin Rivers. She is patient and kind when 
supporting our youngest learners, as well as always 
willing to help others.  



Morey Avenue ECD Center

Monica Williams
Preschool Teacher

Mrs. Monica is a true asset to the Early Head Start 
program in TRUSD. She is always willing to help 
her colleagues and supports our youngest learners 
on a daily basis. She is very connected to the 
parents of her students and has a positive attitude 
in all situations.



Northwood Elementary
Robert Kemp is an outstanding and highly respected 
member of the Northwood community. Kids and staff 
alike love Mr. Robert. He always maintains the highest 
standards for keeping our campus clean and ready for 
students to have a great learning environment.

Robert Kemp
Head Custodian



Northwood Elementary

Sara Fornalski
Transitional Kindergarten Teacher

Sara Fornalski is a model team member at Northwood. 
She is always continuing to grow in her own learning and 
to create new opportunities for her TK students to build 
independence and learn through fun activities. She is 
quick to take on site wide work and has a focus of 
improving the school as a whole.



Norwood Jr. High School

Stephen Lusk
Head Custodian

Steve is a hardworking custodian who is willing to go 
the extra mile to ensure cleanliness at Norwood. He 
is always willing to support students and staff who 
need help and works diligently to get all tasks 
completed. 

We are happy to have Steve as our head custodian at 
Norwood!



Norwood Jr. High School

Christopher Boegner
7th-8th SDC Teacher

Mr. Boegner is very patient and kind. He puts 
extraordinary care into his students' growth and 
supports them in all aspects of life. He is a true 
example of a team player.

We are all thankful to have him as a teacher at 
Norwood JHS.



Nutrition Services

Jennifer Whittaker
Program Specialist

Jennifer has a proven record of success and experience and 
demonstrates her commitment to excellence every day! Jennifer 
is highly focused on her role and over the last year has placed 
great emphasis on expanding professional development with her 
peers and ensuring all policies and procedures are understood.

She always wants the very best for students as she advocates for 
their health and nourishment in the school meal program.



Oakdale Elementary

Kane Twyman
Campus Safety Specialist

Kane is very hardworking and dedicated to our students and 
staff. He arrives with a positive attitude, helping to promote a 
safe and engaging learning environment. His skill set 
demonstrates the ability to respond rapidly to any abrupt safety 
issues. In addition, Kane plays a key role in promoting positive 
student behavior utilizing our PBIS structure.

Kane’s commitment to safe and inclusive learning goes beyond 
expectations. During the current staffing shortages he has 
stepped up to be our custodian, yard duty supervisor, and tutor. 
He has offered his support to students in helping them to 
succeed in school.



Oakdale Elementary

Amanda Barcellos
3rd Grade Teacher

Amanda is very hardworking and dedicated to her 
students. Amanda will go above and beyond to 
advocate for her students.



Orchard Elementary

Lynn Paligo
School Nurse

Lynn is an amazing nurse. She is on top of all her 
responsibilities and has gone above and beyond this 
year to manage multiple schools through the 
multitude of health guidelines. She is caring and 
positive at all times. 

We also appreciate how involved she is in supporting 
our OI students during their IEP's.  



Orchard Elementary

Jamie Larson
4th-5th Grade Teacher

Jamie chose to take on a combination class this year, despite the 
challenges she faced as the students returned to full in-person 
instruction after the previous year and half of distance and hybrid 
learning. Jamie has worked with her class to build community and 
develop strong relationships with her students. They created a class 
cookbook to sell to family and friends in order to raise funds to 
purchase a class pet. This became a family research and writing activity 
as well. 

Jamie reaches out to others in the education field to learn more about 
ways to support her students' academic, social and behavioral growth.  
She is dedicated, collaborative, friendly, technologically savvy, positive 
and supportive.



Pacific Career & Technology High School

Donna Genovese
Head Custodian

Donna is a dedicated and hardworking individual. 
She goes above and beyond daily to ensure our 
campus is clean, sanitized and maintained, all while 
keeping a positive attitude.  

She does an outstanding job building relationships 
with students and staff while on campus.



Pacific Career & Technology High School

Sandra Bunch
10th-12th ELD Teacher

Ms. Bunch does an outstanding job of building 
positive relationships with students while creating an 
engaging environment in her classroom.

In addition to her classes, she is also the Friday Night 
Live advisor.  



Pioneer Elementary

Judy Mortensen
Administrative Clerk

Judy is one of the hardest workers at Pioneer, and she 
always goes the extra mile. She always has a cheerful 
attitude towards our students, families and staff. She is 
diligent in her work, and works with our families to 
resolve issues of attendance. 

As a member of Pioneer, she goes out of her way to 
beautify our campus, create recess programs and 
implement schoolwide PBIS initiatives. She is an asset to 
Pioneer and we are lucky to have her. 



Pioneer Elementary

Alicia Todd
4th Grade Teacher

Alicia Todd is THAT teacher who changed your life. THAT teacher 
who made you feel seen and loved. THAT teacher who made 
you realize that there was something in you that you didn’t even 
know you had. 

Her love for kids, for building relationships, her passion for 
educating children and her teaching pedagogy all together 
makes her great! Alicia is an integral member at Pioneer and is 
an inspiration to all.



Police Services

Macy Linder
Police Officer/SRO

Macy is extremely dedicated and hardworking. Macy is a 
first year School Resource Officer who has poured herself 
into the Foothill Farms area schools to ensure campuses 
are safe and free from outside distractions.  

Macy has partnered and collaborated with Federal and 
allied local law enforcement agencies to collaborate on 
school safety.  Macy is dedicated to supporting school 
safety, student's growth and success.



Regency Park Elementary

Maria Garcia
Independence Facilitator Paraeducator

Maria is a very dedicated and caring person and provides 
excellent service to our students. She is always willing to try 
new things and activities with the students she works with.  
She is also very supportive of her fellow staff members and 
helps out around the school.

Maria also shows her leadership skills as she helps new staff 
members to understand the routines and procedures around 
school.



Regency Park Elementary

Jill Ballard
4th Grade Teacher

Jill is a dedicated teacher that supports her students in many 
ways. She goes above and beyond with families to keep them 
informed about their student's successes and how to support 
them at home. Since she joined her new grade level PLC, she 
has become a true partner who both gives and takes advice 
from her fellow teachers.  

Jill also shows the importance of Civic Service to the entire 
school by participating in Canine Companions.



Ridgepoint Elementary

Kelly Nye
Office Manager

Kelly has always been a dedicated, accomplished office manager who 
supports our school community with high-quality work and warm, 
personal care. She organizes her work efficiently and remains flexible 
with spontaneous demands. These past few years, she has had to shift 
her methods of support for our school community in distance learning, 
hybrid, and in-person learning. 

She continues to learn new systems quickly and consistently produces 
reliable, high caliber outcomes. She takes care of the people and the 
systems at Ridgepoint to create the best conditions for our students.  

She is the perfect representative of exemplary professionalism at 
Ridgepoint and in Twin Rivers. Thank you Kelly, for all you do. We are 
truly fortunate to be in your care!



Ridgepoint Elementary

Tarin Milby
RSP Teacher

Tarin has served our school community as our RSP teacher for three 
years. She provides intensive academic and behavioral support for 
students at multiple grade levels. Tarin has embraced the MTSS 
philosophies, pushing into classrooms as much as possible, and 
adapting her approach to include general education students during 
instruction. She fills her hours with as much student contact as possible, 
providing rich lessons and ongoing socio-emotional support for our 
students. Tarin has been an active leader in our MTSS, PBIS, and SSP 
initiatives, helping to integrate and streamline schoolwide systems of 
support.  

She is a highly-respected colleague who goes above and beyond 
regularly for our students, staff, and broad school community. Thank you 
Tarin, for all that you do! 



Rio Linda High School

Nancy Aguirre Garcia
Administrative Clerk

Nancy Aguirre Garcia is a worker full of energy. She 
comes to work every day ready to work. Nancy picks 
up job duties of all office workers, which makes her 
very valuable to our school. 

Nancy is an alumni of Rio Linda HS and we are so 
glad to have her back here as a worker!



Rio Linda High School

Joseph Rogers
9th-12th Grade Science Teacher

Mr. Joseph Rogers is a positive and great young teacher. 
He is incredible for our staff culture, always positive and 
caring with staff and students. Mr. Rogers has taught 
Living Earth and AP Biology and is very active with our 
cultural games that we play with our staff members. Joey 
is a very good teacher who cares if his students pass or 
not. 

I could not image our Science Dept without the likes of 
Mr. Joseph Rogers. 



Rio Linda Preparatory Academy

Jennifer Lynn
Health Services Assistant

Ms. Lynn has been amazing this year, especially when 
it comes to all the COVID situations she has been 
presented with. She is a team player and is willing to 
help in any situation or circumstance throughout the 
school. She is a valuable member of our RLPA team.

Jennifer was chosen as the 2022 District Classified 
Employee of the Year for Health and Student Services.



Rio Linda Preparatory Academy

Alyssa Rasmussen
7th-8th Grade ELA/ELD Teacher

Ms. Rasmussen is a great member of our teaching staff. Although 
she is only in her second year of teaching, she has shown 
dedication, drive, and love for all her students and sincerely 
wants to them to succeed. Her classroom represents equality the 
moment you step in the door. She wants every student to know 
that they are valued, loved, and a strong part of RLPA. 

In addition to consistently supporting her students in her ELA and 
ELD classes, she started a Gay-Straight Alliance Club to help 
support and include students from all walks of life. She goes 
above and beyond the call of duty and is always willing to help 
out. 



Rio Tierra Jr. High School

Brittany Shine
Campus Safety Specialist

Ms. Shine is an amazing support for our students. While she is new to 
her role as a Campus Safety Specialist she utilizes her relational skills to 
improve the lives of the students on campus. She is adept at helping 
students solve problems and often can be seen walking with a student to 
calm them down, coach them, or simply hear them so they can get back 
to class and have a successful day. 

Ms. Shine has gone above and beyond by coaching girls volleyball at Rio 
Tierra. She created a team culture where the girls held each other 
accountable to be good people, always show good sportsmanship, and 
to motivate each other to maintain good grades. Ms. Shine is always 
professional, reflective, and thoughtful. She embodies what it means to 
be a great team member. We are grateful to have her on our campus.



Rio Tierra Jr. High School

Yvonne Alexander
ELA/Honors ELA, AVID Teacher

Ms. Alex is is a teacher with high expectations matched with 
amazing amounts of support for students. She builds a sense of 
pride with her students as she carries them through the learning 
experiences in her class. She interweaves learning about one's 
own self with the rigors of the Common Core ELA standards. Her 
content is accessible to all students and she does not let any 
students fly under the radar. 

She is thoughtful and supportive of other professionals. We are 
very grateful for all the work Ms. Alex does for Rio Tierra. 



Sierra View Elementary

Melissa Gibson
Paraeducator I

Melissa Gibson is such an asset to the students and staff at 
Sierra View. She is kind, friendly, professional and hardworking.  
She is flexible and willing to do anything that is asked of her.  
She works as our kindergarten paraeducator to support the 
learning of our youngest Hornets.  

She really cares about the students at Sierra View and works to 
build relationships with them. Melissa has stepped in and 
supported our school by helping in the library, with computers, 
in the cafeteria, at after school events and providing supervision 
in the morning. Sierra View is very fortunate to have Melissa 
working with us.



Sierra View Elementary

Sharon Kent
4th-5th Grade Teacher

We are so pleased to recognize Sharon Kent as the teacher of the 
year at Sierra View. Sharon is to be commended for her hard 
work and dedication to the students at our school. She has taken 
on the task of teaching a 4/5 combination class for several years 
in addition to being on TriForce, overseeing Student Leadership, 
coordinating the Hour of Code and teaching Lego-Robotics after 
school.  

She is a compassionate, fair and fun classroom teacher. Kids love 
to be in her class! Sharon is a real team player and Sierra View is 
fortunate to have her on our team. Thanks Sharon!



Smythe Academy of Arts & Sciences (PK-6)

Ana Vasquez
Paraeducator I

Ana has been a very supportive and talented member of the 
Kindergarten team, bringing professionalism, patience, warmth 
and creativity combined with a love for our students. She has 
long supported our school as a parent, School Site Council 
member, noon duty supervisor, coordinator of our MASTERS 
after school program and member of our PBIS school site team.

She is kind, supportive, and respectful to students and staff and 
is always willing to volunteer her time and resources to the 
campus. 



Smythe Academy of Arts & Sciences (PK-6)

Elizabeth Ryan
6th Grade Teacher

In the words of a student in Ms. Ryan's class, "She is a teacher that does not give up on the class even 
if it's the hardest of times." That is so true, and much, much more. Elizabeth Ryan is an amazing part 
of the Smythe teaching team and is dedicated to her students and their learning. Elizabeth treats 
students with dignity, respect and compassion and is relentless in her efforts to establish trusting 
relationships with each student. She often takes time from her lunch and recess time to individually 
speak with students about their learning and behavior. She works tirelessly to improve her students’ 
achievement and outlook on school, often explaining to the parents and students that students’ 
grades are not necessarily a reflection of the positive growth that is being made. 

In addition to teaching all day, she tutors several students during lunch and after school. As a 
member of the VAPA committee, she works long hours for several weeks to ensure the success of the 
school play directed by the Missoula Childrens’ Theater Company, as well as coordinating other arts 
opportunities throughout the year for Smythe students. Elizabeth is always positive, cheerful, warm 
and caring. Even though she is not a member of the school’s Sunshine committee, she spreads 
positivity by giving small gifts as tokens of appreciation and setting up a spreadsheet of staff 
members’ preferences so that others can also spread joy with small gifts of thanks. Smythe’s students 
and staff are very fortunate to have Elizabeth Ryan as a sixth grade teacher.



Smythe Academy of Arts & Sciences (7-8)

Rachel Booth
Café Assistant II

Ms. Booth is a fabulous and reliable employee. She has great rapport with 
our students and staff. She is very genuine, kind, accepting, and most of all 
very hardworking. Ms. Booth is always on time, and does a fantastic job of 
getting hot food served to our students every single day. She manages our 
café with grace, and her exceptional organizational skills are what makes 
everything in our kitchen run smoothly.  

Because Ms. Booth is able to manage our café so successfully, our Activities 
Director is able to host games at lunch. Students are fed quickly and 
efficiently, and in turn, are able to participate in lunchtime activities.

We are so very proud and grateful for all Rachel does for us every day!



Smythe Academy of Arts & Sciences (7-8)

Maxine Honda
8th Grade English Teacher

Ms. Honda's dedication to not only her students, but also to providing 
the very best ELA instruction to them, is literally second to none. She 
has worked very hard as our ELA department chair, and has mastered 
facilitating her department's PLC. She allows the data to drive her 
instruction, with which she leads her department by creating master 
pacing and planning calendars that they continuously work to improve 
upon.

Ms. Honda provides her students with exceptional standards-based 
learning, and provides them with many opportunities to read, write, 
and present their ideas and projects. Our students are incredibly lucky 
to have her, and our entire school is very proud of all the hard work she 
puts in every single day.



Strauch Elementary

Cheryl Jones
Paraeducator II

Cheryl has a "whatever it takes" attitude this year, 
fulfilling not only her responsibilities but 
supporting needs across the site when available. 

She goes above and beyond to support kids and 
families.



Strauch Elementary

DeAnn Karl
2nd-3rd Grade Teacher

DeAnn is always willing to go the extra mile for 
students. She takes on leadership roles at school and 
develops strong relationships with students and 
families. 

DeAnn has high expectations for her students and 
herself, and is selfless in supporting her peers.



 Transportation Services

Mary Ann Wells
Bus Driver

Mary Ann Wells is a pleasure to work with. She has a kind 
heart and really cares about the students. She continues 
to have a bright smile on her face every day. We can 
count on her to be at work and on her A game. She is a 
super asset to the Transportation Department and Twin 
Rivers.



Twin Rivers Adult School

Alisia Callejas
Academic Intervention Specialist

Alisia is kind and welcoming to students. She goes out of 
her way to help. Alisia is hardworking, professional and 
dependable. During the COVID shutdown, Alisia kept the 
testing center running virtually, administering the NCLB test 
and providing tutoring for students. She keeps the testing 
neat, well-organized, and comfortable, complying with all 
testing regulations and requirements. 

Alisia is a team player, respectful and responsive. 



Twin Rivers Adult School

Rodolfo Soltero
ESL Teacher

Rodolfo is a hardworking teacher with the knowledge to teach 
English to adults. He takes the time to get to know his students 
and builds strong connections with them. Rodolfo plans effective 
lessons, always keeping in mind his students' backgrounds. His 
lessons are engaging and interactive, encouraging positive 
engagement and collaboration by the students.

Rodolfo is patient and understanding when it comes to new 
students coming to his class from different countries with limited 
English skills. His students enjoy his class and have a lot of respect 
for him.



Village School PK-8

Gisela Mendez
Administrative Clerk

The value that Ms. Gisela brings to the front office in the areas of family and 
community engagement, bilingual communication, flexibility and support for 
her front office counterparts and her overall representation of Village School to 
our community cannot be understated. She reports to work daily, stays 
through her assigned shift, completes her daily tasks and is willing and ready 
to support other staff with their needs also.

Gisela is willing to learning new things to increase her skill-set and is a team 
player in our office. She always has a positive and friendly disposition for all 
our guests that visit our office daily. For these reasons, we are selecting Gisela 
Mendez as our Village Classified Employee of the Year!



Village Elementary

Tiffany Tarleton
Pre-Kindergarten Teacher

Tiffany is a life-long learner, always seeking new ways to 
support each child. Her special education background brings 
strength to our preschool program as she models high-quality 
strategies for inclusion and classroom instruction. Even when 
encountering new challenges, Tiffany has a "whatever it takes" 
mentality. This might mean taking more professional 
development or collaborating with others to attain new 
strategies.

She leads by example in meeting the needs of all children, 
evident in the classroom environment she's built and in her 
efforts as a team player at our Village Preschool. 



Vineland Preschool

Alison Airoldi
Paraeducator III

Alison goes above and beyond what is expected of her job.  
She has volunteered to help out in other classrooms when 
the site is short-staffed. She never stops working on 
improving herself and has great rapport with colleagues and 
staff.  



Vineland Preschool

Staci Ruiz
ECSE Preschool Teacher

Staci has been a wonderful addition to our campus. She is 
supportive of her peers when they are in need of support and 
has brought many fresh new ideas to the site.

Staci also assists in our social committee and has organized many 
fun activities for the students and staff.  



Vista Nueva Career & Tech High School

Tatyana Voshev
Paraeducator II

Ms. Voshev loves working with our students; it 
doesn't matter if they are Special Education students 
or not, she pours her heart and soul into her 
students. 

Her ability to reach each student with care and 
compassion is remarkable. She truly wants all of our 
students to succeed. "She cares."



Vista Nueva Career & Tech High School

Nicholas Coronado
10th-12th Grade Science Teacher

Mr. Coronado has changed the complete science 
program here at Vista Nueva. Students, for the first 
time in years, are turned on to science. His ability to 
work with students of all levels is amazing.

The one thing students will say about Mr. Coronado's 
class is that it is hard, but fun.



Warehouse Services

Anthony Pettinari
Delivery Specialist/Driver

Anthony has proven he’s an employee that can be depended on and always shows up 
to work ready for any given task. He is always willing to give a helping hand here at the 
warehouse or at any Twin Rivers sites. Tony is a worker that takes pride in whatever he 
does at Twin Rivers from delivering the mail, pulling orders, helping at the COVID clinic 
or any special project he is put on. He is the employee that goes the extra mile after the 
extra mile, which may sound funny but if you know him you will understand.

If you see him at a site he’s always working real hard but no matter how busy he is, he 
will stop whatever he’s doing to help out anyone in need and still have a smile on his 
face. Tony is a great role model for other Twin Rivers staff to look up to and he 
represents how we operate here at Twin Rivers School District. 

Anthony was chosen as the 2022 District Classified Employee of the Year and 
Sacramento County Classified Employee of the Year for Skilled Trade Services. 



Westside Elementary

Zyhira Rainear-Warren
Health Services Assistant

Ms. Zyah has been instrumental in helping our school navigate 
through this pandemic. Her calm, kind demeanor brings clarity 
to the many stressful situations of quarantines, testing, and all 
things COVID-related. We appreciate all she does for us daily. 



Westside Elementary

JoAnna Sharlette
5th Grade Teacher

Mrs. Sharlette works tirelessly to ensure her 
students are achieving at their highest potential 
academically. She holds her students to very high 
expectations both behaviorally and academically 
and her students rise to meet these expectations.

JoAnna is also a team player and is always willing to 
assist her colleagues and the school as a whole. 



Westside Preparatory Charter School

Marisol Rangel
Administrative Clerk

Marisol is a great office clerk. She has only been here for 
a few years but is a quick learner that is not afraid to ask 
questions to increase her knowledge. She is very efficient 
and keeps on top of her deadlines.

When she is contacting families she is also working on 
building those lasting relationships. Everything she does is 
to make the experience the best she can for families and 
students.



Westside Preparatory Charter School

Becky Bradford
7th Grade Math/Science Teacher

Ms. Bradford goes above and beyond daily to support her 
student's educational growth as well as support their social 
emotional needs. Ms. Bradford is also a wonderful team player 
and co-worker. Ms. Bradford's love for teaching is evident in all 
the work she does.

We are so fortunate to have her here at Westside Charter. 



Woodlake Elementary

Heather Pitts
Health Services Assistant

Heather Pitts is an exceptional school health assistant and overall school 
employee. She handled all issues pertaining to the pandemic with 
extreme professionalism and diligence. However, the reason she is most 
deserving of this award is her unparalleled dedication to students and 
families. She works with families, staff and students daily, well beyond 
her job capacity, to ensure that our students have the best educational 
experience that we can offer. Heather actively looks for ways to get 
involved, transform the school and service to students.

Whatever tasks she's involved with, I can see her always thinking through 
a parent and student lens, which helps to provide excellent customer 
service and create a climate and culture that everyone wants to be a part 
of. Thank you, Heather, for your service to Woodlake Elementary. This 
award is well deserved.



Woodlake Elementary

Tracy Haysbert
1st Grade Teacher

Ms. Haysbert is a gift to Woodlake Elementary and the community. When 
envisioning the type of teacher one would want their own kids to experience, 
Ms. Haysbert is the person that comes to mind. She has mastered the art 
and science of teaching and as a result, students in her class prosper and 
take a lifelong learning and academic mindset on to future grades and life 
experiences.

Ms. Haysbert's students are standouts on campus. She actively threads 
lessons of character and collaboration throughout every lesson, which helps 
support students to be intrinsically motivated and shine in the classroom and 
outside. Students come out of Ms. Haysbert's class academically prepared 
and ready to be great citizens of the school and community.  

Thank you, Ms. Haysbert, for your 30+ years of service. You have made a 
tremendous impact on staff, students and community throughout the years.



Woodridge Elementary

Anastacia Tullgren
ECE Paraeducator

Ms. Tullgren is a wonderful addition to our Woodridge Preschool 
staff. She is kind and caring with her students, supportive of the 
teachers that she works with and a happy person to be around. 
Ms. Tullgren frequently arrives early and stays late and is always 
willing to help in other classrooms that my need an extra adult.

She also involves herself in the classroom curriculum by creating 
and sharing google slides and preparing the classrooms when 
Glad units change.  We are grateful that Ms. Ana is at Woodridge!



Woodridge Elementary

Sarah Cooper
1st Grade Teacher

Ms. Cooper shows true dedication to her students. She plans 
and prepares meticulous lessons and manages every class with 
ease. She creates loving bonds with her students and pushes 
them to their fullest potential. Ms. Cooper arrives early at school 
every day and always participates in after school events and 
spirit days. She has a heart of gold and makes all staff feel 
included and valued.

She is a member of the Sunshine Committee and prepares fun 
activities for all to participate in. She herself is a ray of sunshine 
and we love having her here at Woodridge!
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